PREFACE

could be made. At this moment Ulster is refusing to accept fellow-
citizenship with the other Irish provinces because the south be-
lieves in St Peter and Bossuet, and the north in St Paul and
Calvin. Imagine the effect of trying to govern India or Egypt
from Belfast or from the Vatican I

The position is perhaps graver for France than for England,
because the sixty-five per cent of French subjects who are neither
French nor Christian nor Modernist includes some thirty millions
of negroes who are susceptible, and indeed highly susceptible, of
conversion to those Salvationist forms of pseudo-Christianity
which have produced all the persecutions and religious wars of
the last fifteen hundred years, "When the late explorer Sir Henry
Stanley told me of the emotional grip which Christianity had
over the Baganda tribes, and read me their letters, which were
exactly like medieval letters in their literal faith and ever-present
piety, I said "Can these men handle a rifle?" To which Stanley
replied with some scorn "Of course they can, as well as any white
man." Now at this moment (1915) a vast European war is being
waged, in which the French are using Senegalese soldiers. I ask
the French Government, which, like our own Government, is de-
liberately leaving the religious instruction of these negroes in the
hands of missions of Petrine Catholics and Pauline Calvinists,
whether they have considered the possibility of a new series of
crusades, by ardent African Salvationists, to rescue Paris from the
grip of the modern scientific "infidel," and to raise the cry of
"Back to the Apostles: back to Charlemagne!"

We are more fortunate in that an overwhelming majority of
our subjects are Hindoos, Mahometans, and Buddhists: that is,
they have, as a prophylactic against Salvationist Christianity,
highly civilized religions of their own. Mahometanism, which
Napoleon at the end of his career classed as perhaps the best
popular religion for modern political use, might in some respects
have arisen as a reformed Christianity if Mahomet had had to
deal with a population of seventeenth-century Christians instead
of Arabs who worshipped stones. As it is, men do not reject
Mahomet for Calvin; and to offer a Hindoo so crude a theology
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